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In some cases the number of cakes that a man receives Is
in direct proportion to the amount of flour he has contrib-
uted. Many of these cakes are taken home by the bishop
to be distributed to the people at his reception after the
service. On Maundy Thursday, at Mosul, each church-
goer is entitled to receive two of these cakes, which the sex-
ton has brought to the church in two large sacks.1
The scope of the present work forbids a detailed analysis
of the liturgies themselves. A few words, however, may
be said regarding some peculiar features connected with the
kiss of peace and with the communion itself. Under one
form or another the kiss of peace finds a place in all ancient
liturgies. Eastern and Western, but in the Syrian Church it
Is given a very especial prominence, in a ceremony which
vividly symbolizes the actual kiss exchanged by members
of the early church. That the form of this ceremony varies
in different churches may be indicated by a comparison,
which the reader may make for himself, between the account
found here and that given by Parry in his " Six Months in
a Syrian Monastery/7 3 Though retained by the Syrian
Catholics as a body, I am told that the practice has fallen
into disuse in the cathedral church in Beyrout. The fol-
lowing account I received from a minor " deacon/' After
the recital of the creed, the,* serving deacon advances to the
priest, holding up the chain of the censer for him to kiss;
this deacon then kisses the priest's hand as well as the gospel,
after which he presents the chain for the other deacons in
the sanctuary to kiss; then, advancing to the door of the
sanctuary, he holds up the chain in view of the congregation,
while the chief man of the church comes forward, kisses
the chain, and then smooths down his cheeks and the sides
of his body, as if to communicate the blessing to his whole
frame; then, turning to the nearest worshipper, he draws
the two palms of the hands of the latter between his own,
thus passing on the peace (salaam), and again smooths down
his own cheeks and body; in a similar way the man who
1 The anti-doron should bo blessed by the priest before distribution,
but I gather that this is not always done.
* Op. c&, p. 340.

